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In the last decades, the material culture studies drew the attention of numerous scholars. The 

studied topics included production of materials as well as the knowledge and skills related to 

their production. With the aim of providing scholars a platform for further discussions and 

exchanges, the Republic of China National Committee for Division of History of Science of 

the International Union of History and Philosophy of Science (Committee for the History of 

Science, Academia Sinica) organises, with the support of Institute of Modern History 

(Academia Sinica) and the Institute of History (National Tsing Hua University), an 

International Workshop entitled “Making Things: The Knowledge of Production and the 

Production of Knowledge” that will take place on the 25th and 26th March, 2022, at the 

National Tsing Hua University (Hsinchu, Taiwan). In doing so, the Organizers hope that the 

Workshop will offer favourable conditions for a productive dialogue among scholars of 

different domains and for encouraging further studies of the related topics. 

 The Organizers expect that the participants of the Workshop will especially focus on 

the close connections between the production of objects and construction of knowledge related 

to this production. Historically, some Chinese authors, for example, Song�Yingxing�ᇁ᱕ 

(1587 - ca 1666), the author of the Tiangong kaiwu ཟᐛ䯁⢟ (The Works of Heaven and the 

Inception of Things, 1637), claimed that traditionally the Chinese scholars paid more attention 

to the studies related to the Imperial examinations and neglected the “arts of making things”; 

this opinion is shared by a number of modern historians. However, there exist numerous ancient, 

medieval and pre-modern Chinese treatises related to these “arts”: they include the Kao gong 

ji 㘹ᐛ䁎 (The Artificers Record, the late 1st millennium BC) and Ziren yizhi ỉӰ䚰�

�Carpenter’s Customs, Handed Down from the Past, ca 1264). There exists even larger number 

of treatises related to agriculture, since this field was directly related to governmental policy of 

practically all the Chinese dynasties, and agriculture remained one of the topics attracting 

numerous scholars. A large number of images as well as regulations related to the production 

of various objects can be found in the archives of the Imperial Court of the Qing dynasty; a 

part of these materials are directly related to the activities of the workshops located inside the 



Forbidden City. Also, some Chinese trade paintings produced in Guangzhou featured the 

production of various objects as well as the new objects and new techniques imported from 

Western countries. 

 The Workshop will focus not only on the tradition of production of objects but also on 

the process of appropriation of the new knowledge and techniques by local craftsmen, in 

particular, on the way in which they introduced and “localized” the know-how coming from 

other regions and countries. The temporal framework of the Workshop includes the events that 

took place in the age of “globalisation” understood as stretching from the era of great 

geographic discoveries to the early 20th century. The questions that can be asked here are as 

follows: What were the relations between know-how and practice, as well as the construction 

of theoretical knowledge related to both of them? Was the new knowledge created in the 

process of production of objects? How the knowledge circulated between people living in 

different regions? How certain skills later became parts of traditions in particular regions? Was 

a new “local knowledge” produced in this process of appropriation of techniques coming from 

other regions or countries? The Organizers of the projected Workshop invite the scholars 

working on the history of science and technology, cultural history, history of arts, and scientific 

analysis of cultural relics to explore these questions.  

Because of the COVID-19 epidemics, in order to diminish the risk of contamination, 

the Workshop will be held in “mixed” (on-line and off-line) format. The Organizers invite all 

interested scholars to send them the title of the projected paper, a short abstract (no more than 

400 English words or 800 Chinese characters), and a short CV to the Organizers. These 

materials are to be sent by email at A606.Histoire.NTHU@gmail.com. The results of selection 

will be announced by January 15, 2022.        
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